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HAVE just had most interesting
talks with several of the men who
really matter In England. If I
were free to name them every
American reader would immediately
recognize them as men who, in the past
and the present, have had an enormous
influenece on affairs in this country. We
hawve talked of the war, and their views
%0 closely resemble the considered
opinions of that limited sectlon of Eng-
land which really knows what is hap-
pening and apt to happen on the con-
tinent that they are worth repeating
to you.

In the first place, it 15 the opinion of
these men that it is and probably will
be impossible to drive the German
army cut of the trenches where it is
50 firmly established. There {s much
talk of the new Kitchener army and
the effect it will have upon the war,
but all the information obtainable from
Germany through neutral and even
pro-British sources agree, that Ger-
many Is ralsing an equal, If net
#reater, number of frezsh troops for
the spring campaign.
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It 1s belleved here that the new Brit-
!sh army will be composed of younger
and, therefore, better troops than thes
new German army, but, even granting
that it Is, the past few months have
proved the enormous advantages pos-
sessed by troops fighting on the de-
fensive. A= one mllitary authority re-
cently put it, in the trenches & man of
forty-five is almost as useful as @ man
of twenty-one, However, the late
spring will see the military forces of
allles ut thelr best, at leaust in
imbers, and should they fail to break
the deadlock in France and Belgium
that will dispose of the military factor
in the war.

Factor No. 2 is the question of starva-
Uom. Wil the allles be able to starve
‘»ermany out? The best opinion here
answers this question in the negative.
Some seem to believe that Germany
will have four lean months—May, June,
July and August—and will undoubtedly
have to husband Its resources, but that
there i no reasonable doubt of the
abllity of the country to feed itself
int!l the next harvest. That disposes
of factor No. 2.

The third and last factor, and also,
from all accounts, considered here the
most important of the three, is the
ecopomic pressure as applied to
munitions of war. Can the allies pre-
vent a sufficient supply of copper, oil,
rubber and so forth, to enable her to
continue the war, getting into Ger-
many, and has Germany a suf-
ficient supply of these necessities to
permit her to continue for many
months without outslde supplies” To
answer the first question without an-
swering the second {s not sufficient for
the purpose. German preparation and
her admirabls habit of minute fore-
thought would seem to compel one to
the conclusion that she would never
have gone to war unless she had as-
suped herself of an adequate stock of
these necessities. On the other hand,
the fact that she is offering extraordi-
BAry prices {or copper and rubber

would seem to point to the pomsibility
of an exhaustion of stock.
-
. ¥

According to those I have spoken
with, the issue of the war depends
upon this factor No. 3. As one of the
most famous of them belleved, it was
impossible to bank with any confi-
dence upon factor No. 1 or 2, but he
had hopes of factor No. 2, especially as
Germany’'s difficulties were bound to
be, In his opinion, Increased by the
question of being able to finance her
forelgn purchases. Of course, Germany
is sending some goods abroad to such
neutral countries as are still open to
her—to Holland, Italy, Roumania, Bul-
garia, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and
Switzerland—and these exports serve
to offset her foreign purchases, but it
must not be forgotten that the balance
will be heavily agalnst her, especially
if America is able to trade freely with
her in non-contrabands.

As 4 matter of fact, so satisfied was

one politician that the third factor
was the determining one that he de-
clared to me emphatically: “The result
of this war depends upon the United
States.”

If we admit the soundness of these
several wviews, do they give any hint
of the duration of the war? I clalm
they do. Facter No. 1 will be put to
the fullest test next spring and early
summer. Buppose that it fails and
that the Germans are not driven out of
Frunce and Belgium. Factor No. 2
will be put to the test in May, June,
July and August. Suppose that it also
fails and the Germans are not starved
out, but are once more in possession
of an ample crop to carry them for a
y¥ear. From now unti]l the end of next
Auguset factor No. 3 will have had a
thorough test.

If Germany is able, during practieal-
l¥ nine months, to get from outside
sources enough supplies to prosecute
a successful war, either on the offen-
sive or the defensive, it {3 pretty good
evidence that she could do it indefinite-
1y, mo far as the question of supply Is
concerned. Thus, by September 1, all
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three factors will have been tested. If
Germany fails In any one she is beaten.
If she holds out against all three it is
difficult to sea how it would be to the
advantage of any of the belligerent
countries to protract a war in the ab-
sence of any reasongble hope of a de-
cisive conclusion.

It is for these reasons that T believe
the war will be concluded by or be-
fore the 1st of September.
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Grim details, indeed, of the fighting
in northern France were givem by an
Englizh officer home from the front on
a few days' leave, to whom I was in-
troduced by a well known Anglo-
American novellst at the National Lib-
eral Club Ilast night. Thia officer
speaks French fluently and knows the
country well, consequently he has been
attached to the French general staff,
and the account he gave of the spirits
of the defenders of the tricolor was
far from roseale,

“The French,” he sald, “are utterly
demoralized, officers and men alike.
Their one desire now Is to have the
war ended. They care little whether
they are conguerors or defeated, they
just want the war over, and all that
saves the situation from the point of
view of the allies is that the Germans
along the great line are practically in
the same condition. Day after day par-
ties of them hold up thelr hands in
token of surrender and then come
across and ask to be made prisoners.
With the ebject of putting a stop te
this the Germans are trying a new
mgame. Several times of late Taubes
have flown over our lines and dropped
printed handbllls, stating that the Ger-
mans had decided to take no more
prisoners; that all who fall into their
hands will be shot.

“We interpret this as an attempt to
goad the French into making & similar
resolution, with the result that Ger-
mans who otherwise would surrender
will pause through fear of being put
to death. This is the state of thinga
that the combination of such war hor-
rors a8 the world has never seen be-
fore und some of the worst weather
condlitions on record has brought about
on both sides of the line.”
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Then this officer went on to describa
the ghastly results of modern shell
fire. *“When a man is killed by an
exploding shell,” sald he, “there is 1it-
erally nothing left of him. All that
remains I8 a kind of vapor, which set-
tles down round about. One Bunday
morning,” he continued, “when we wers
favored with that rarity, a really glo-
rlous day, a fellow-officer and myself,
together with elght men of Inferior
rank, walked from our quarters right
up to the maln front, a distance of a
couple of miles, perhaps. We belleved
that we should be unobserved by the
Germans, but they evidently spotted
us and started shell fire. The frst
shell killed five of the elght men in
advance outright, the second blew off
both the legs of the man who had
been my companlon. I ran to him, as
he lay, a shocking sight, and as I bent
over him he smiled up at me as calmly
as If we had been playing tennia.

““We have had a delightful walk,’ he
sald, and died. That is another
feature of death through a shell
victim, apparently, never knows what has
happened, his nerves are paralysed and
the {dominant thought ind:js mind is
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etermine the Outcome of

whatever one was there when he was
bowled out. This man evidently had
been thinking of the pleasures of our
welk, hence his tragically Irenic remark.”

His previous remarks about the feel-
inga of the French and German troopa
reminded me that one hears on all
sides that the last thing that the
wounded men now being nursed in
England desire is to return to the
front. An acquaintance, whose busi-
ness takes him to every hospital in
London and who has talked with
scores of wounded men, tells me that
he has yet to meet one who yearns for
any further war experiencesa The
story goes, in fact, that when one sol-
dier In a hospital at Kaling was told
that he was to return to the front in
two days' time he committed sulclde by
cutting his throat.
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The jeb of belng Lord XKitchener's
private secretary, now held by Sir
George Arthur, must be no sinceure
just now, for, according to all ac-
counts, his daily post bag is an amaz-
ing thing. It Is largely made up, more-
over, of letters of “advice" from mem-
bers of the public who are utterly un-
known to the British war lord (but
who have not the slightest hesitation
about addressing him personally), and
to deal with these “suggestions,” which
often mount up to three or four hun-
dred letters a day, a special staff has
lately come into being at the war
office.

This “free advice” comes frem every
section of the community, and while
most of the suggestions put forward
ure not only entirely unpracticable,
but even absurd, perusal of the post
bag has to be exhaustive, many really
good ldeas having already been noted
and acted on.

One of the funnlest of these letters
was addressed to Kitchener by an old

lady in Bcarborough, whose humauani-
tarfan sentiments apparently are such
that she could not bring her=elf to

agree to the wholesale extermination
of the Germans, which some consider
necessary for the good of mankind.
Accordingly, she wrote, callng Kitch-
ener's attention to the properties of a
certain well known anti-beetle prepa-
ration, which, if packed in shells in-
stead of shrapnel, would render the
enemy insensible and in our clutches
just the same as If they had been
killed off.” Kitchener's reply, if any,
is not available. .

In perhape only one place in all Eu-
rope Is there no need for the “Nix on
the War" cards that I hear are so
popular in the United States, for there,
s0 a Hwiss friend tells me, the war is
never mentioned. This unique epot is
the great hospice of the St. Bernard
monks, 10,000 feet high, where men of
every natlonality are to be found, and
where a taclt agreement has been
come to never to refer to the great
struggle. Yet, oddly enough, the
monks of St. Bernard may be said to
be in close touch with the war, for
they come in contact every day with
Swisa soldlers guarding the frontiers,
and, I am tald, are always glad to ren-
der any service they can. Now that
the heavy winter weather has come
along, the monks and novices make
their dally rounds on skis, which, by
the way, are made in the monastery.
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Although the English newspapers
speak as if the Intervention of Rou-

mania and Italy on behalf of the alliea
is a certainty of the near future, such

iz not by any meang the opinion of
official circles here.

1 was talking with a member of par-
liament who has been in close semi-
official touch with the various Balkan
states and although he was sure that
Greece would intervene at a convenient
moment, he was not at all sure about
Roumania and was dead certaln that
Bulgaria was a hard nut to crack. It
is perfectly well known that Bulgaria
is wvery bitter over the second Balkan
war and that that bitterness against
Roumania, Greece and Serbia is bound
to affect her foreign policy. The dan-
ger is that if Roumania and (ireece
enter the larger war, Bulgaria, which
is believed to have made a military
convention with Turkey, will seize the
oppertunity of recovering the territory
#he believes she was robbed of by her
erstwhile allies.

It is, according to many abservers
who allow their wishes to play father
to their thoughts, only the danger that
Bulgaria will follow such a course that
keeps Roumania out of the great strug-
gle. But better Informed and less
binsed critics remember that for years
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Reumania has been very close to
Vienna and Berlin, and, what is per-
haps more important still, she {s known
to have a military convention with
Austria.

Some of these profess to belleve that
the obvious national interests of Rou-
mania will rise superior to any con-
sideration of documents signed by the
late pro-German ruler of Roumania;
but even many of these do not go be-
yond declaring that Roumania will
confine any action she might take to a
military oceupation of Transylvania
and that such actien might be aimed
at Russia as well as at Austria.

Asg for Italy, I find no great confi-
dence among the officlal class here
that she will come in, despite the tone
of the newspapers. It Is realized that
however much she might like to re-
gain Trentino and Trieste, the triple
alliance, although it did not compel
her to come in with Germany and Aus-
tria, would compel, in honor, at least, a
firm neutrality. At any rate, it is ap-
parent to all that Great Britain is not
acting toward Italy in the matter of
imperts at all as if she were confident
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that the official sympathy of the Med-
iterranean power with the allies was
beyond question.
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By way of Terschelling, the Friesland
Island off the Dutch coast, came those
Zeppelins that dropped bombs on Yar-
mouth the other night. In the minds
of some of us who write for the press
the names of Yarmouth and Terschell-
ing have been associated before, as a
result of having wvisited the Dutch
island to lock Into the fate of a ship
that sailed from the town where the
bloaters ulso come from; I mean the
historic Lutine, the ald frigate wrecked
in 1799 on the Dutch coast, a few
hours after she sailed from Yurmouth.

To this day the Lutine's bones rest
in the shifting sands off Terschelling
and coffin just about $7,000,000 in gold

bars. The gold was Intended origi-
nally for warfare. It was consigmed
to Kamburg, to pay the troops then

fighting against Napoleon in parta of
what is now the German empire.

Terschelling itself is8 a curious
island, a great waste of sand dunes,
some of them u couple of hundred
feet high. One goes to it by a littie
steamboat that plies once a day across
the Zuyder Zee from the Dutch port
of Huarlingen. The men of the island
ighborhood, Vlieland, are
.. Brave and hardy, the
record of their deeds in the Terschell-
ing lifeboat are as striking as any in
the annals of heroism.
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Germans? What

next! It Is not
long since one =aw it stated, apparent-
ly quite sertousiy, that the Teutons
were considering the expedient of wutil-
izing the well known “heming" in-
stinet of bees for the purpose of mak-
ing dispatch carriers of these insects
—the messages to be Imprinted in
some fashion on thelr wings—and
now, it is said, they purpose to train
birds as aeroplane detectors’

A friend in Amsterdam sends me a
clipping from the Berlin Morgenpost,
in which this ldea is elaborated. The
writer declares that birds, with their
uncanny sense of the presence of dan-
ger long before it is visible, should
be used to aid soldiers in detecting
the approach of hostile aereplanes jong
before human ears or even eyes, alded
by fleld glasses, can be aware of their
coming.

The birdes selected ure plgeons and
fowls, and the scheme is as follows:
They are to be tuken daily to a place
suitable for an aeroplane 1o land, and
then & machine arriving from the ypper
air is to descend there. Each time an
aeroplane comes down the birds are
to be lightly thrashed with a smull
birch until, by the association eof ideas,
the approach of an aeroplane regularly
awakens in them feelings of terror.
Then they ure to be taken to the front,
when it is believed they will give un-
mistakable signs of fear whenever an
aeroplane comes anywhere near the
neighborhood long before the soldiers
themselves have any Idea that an

enemy is in the air.
E, L. HEITKEAMP.




